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Backcountry Against Dumps

Defending Rural Resources since 1991
PO Box 1275, Boulevard, CA 91905

October 23, 2019,

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 9581

RE: Docket # 19-SB100 Joint Agency Report Charting a Path to a 100% Clean

Energy Future: 1) 2017 CEC report-recommended-research on wind turbine health effects
ignored while 90 new massive 4.2 MW turbines are proposed too close to homes; 2) wildfire-
sparking wind turbines are negligently allowed to operate during red flag power shut off

events when homeowners and businesses are left in the dark.

Our grassroots public interest non-profit group, Backcountry Against the Dump, Inc (# C1695284-DBA
Backcountry Against Dumps) was incorporated in 1991 to fend off a 600 acre landfill and a hazardous
waste incinerator proposed next to homes and wells in our groundwater dependent area in South
Eastern San Diego County. Our mission is to defend rural communities and resources from unsafe
facilities and projects and we have been doing just that for almost 3 decades.

Wind turbine health effects:

In the last dozen or so years, we have worked diligently to protect people and resources from industrial-
scale wind, solar, and related infrastructure projects proposed and approved far too close to rural
homes and other sensitive receptors and resources. We have conducted research and outreach and
supported professional field studies documenting harmful levels of pollution generated by the existing
241 industrial wind turbines (2 MW-3.3 MW turbines) operating in an approximately 16 mile radius
around both tribal and private lands/ homes in our tiny rural border communities of Boulevard, Jacumba
Hot Springs, and Ocotillo, and immediately south of the US/Mexico border.

Studies include electrical and acoustic pollution (audible and infrasound vibrations) that represents both
public and private nuisance and has harmed the health and well being of impacted residents, along with
the use and enjoyment of their properties. There are numerous suspicious cancer cases at tribal homes
near the 25-2MW Kumeyaay Wind turbines that started operation in late 2005, including brain,
stomach, kidney, benign tumor in toddler and many other health issues that commenced or were
exacerbated by the wind turbines. At least one tribal home has been abandoned. Other tribal and
private residents want to move away from the turbines but cannot afford to do so. The photos below
provide a glimpse of the proximity of local wind turbines and homes (Kumeyaay Wind, Tule Wind,
Ocaotillo Wind).
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Currently, 90 new 4.2 MW wind turbines (586 ft tall) are proposed in the Boulevard area on tribal and
private land and are going through the permitting process. Alarmingly, the 90 proposed 4.2 MW wind
turbines will stand 586 ft tall and may be allowed as close to homes and property lines as 1.1 times the
turbine height (644 ft). These turbines are twice the size and are proposed 3-4 times closer to sensitive
receptors than existing turbines that have already been documented as impacting homes located
between 2,000 or so feet and up to 16 miles away from turbines. These new turbines are bigger than
any turbines studied to date, as far as we know.

Our professional research has documented high levels of stray voltage/dirty electricity; low-frequency
noise; infrasound; and amplitude modulation where complaints include but are not limited to sleep
deprivation, anxiety, vertigo, tinnitus, heart attacks, headaches, brain fog, skin rashes, gastro-intestinal,
sinus and respiratory, depleted adrenal glands, cancer of the brain, stomach and kidneys, abdominal
tumor in a toddler, electromagnetic interference, and cell phone disruption. We need help and stand
willing to engage with the CEC and other valid non-industry biased and funded researchers and to
share what we have collected and continue to collect.

On August 12, 2019, we submitted a Public Records Act Request to the CEC seeking any information
related to actions taken in response to the research needs identified in the November 2017 | CEC-500-
2017-035 Energy Research and Development Division; Public Health Research Roadmap on Emerging
Electricity Systems'that finally admitted that more research is needed into wind turbine health effects:
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https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/2017publications/CEC-500-2017-035/CEC-500-2017-035.pdf
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http://www.nap.edu/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK19960/
https://www.nrel.gov/docs/legosti/old/3261.pdf
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http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=1463-1741;year=2000;volume=2;issue=7;spage=7;epage=24
http://www.noiseandhealth.org/article.asp?issn=1463-1741;year=2000;volume=2;issue=7;spage=7;epage=24
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http://www.noiseandhealth.org/text.asp?2000/2/7/7/31745
http://www.noiseandhealth.org/viewimage.asp?img=NoiseHealth_2011_13_54_333_85502_f4.jpg

The tide is finally starting to turn with class-action and other lawsuits filed by hundreds of residents in
the US, Australia, Britain, Scotland and elsewhere being settled before going to court. Court is the last
place the wind industry wants to be. The truth will eventually come out and our state agencies and
responsible parties need to get on the right side of this issue before more communities are
unnecessarily harmed by negligent and industry-biased misrepresentations regarding knowingly
fraudulent claims and misrepresentations about wind turbine safety and harmful effects on people and
the environment.

Lawsuits over turbine impacts:
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https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2014/01/29/court-waits-on-wind-farms-response-to-suit/
https://waubrafoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Iberdrola-Hardscrabble-Wind-summons-filed-10-22-12.pdf
https://waubrafoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Iberdrola-Hardscrabble-Wind-summons-filed-10-22-12.pdf
https://www.post-journal.com/news/page-one/2019/09/residents-file-lawsuit-against-wind-project-developers/

inconvenience, and the effects lights and noise from the turbines have on their
properties.
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https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/taylor-co-wind-turbine-fire-sparks-bigger-blaze/
https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/taylor-co-wind-turbine-fire-sparks-bigger-blaze/
https://www.apnews.com/a95e12d1a0874adaad472686990b286a

Flames from the Rhodes Ranch 3 Fire burn near wind turbines on Monday. (Photo: Courtesy Texas A&M
Forest Service)
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https://keprtv.com/news/local/witnesses-say-broken-wind-turbine-caused-several-hundred-acre-fire
https://keprtv.com/news/local/witnesses-say-broken-wind-turbine-caused-several-hundred-acre-fire
https://www.abc12.com/content/news/Wind-turbine-catches-fire-in-Huron-County-507966241.html
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2019/04/02/wind-turbine-catches-fire-in-huron-county/
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2019/04/02/wind-turbine-catches-fire-in-huron-county/
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https://www.eastoregonian.com/news/local/wind-turbine-sparks-grass-fire/article_c8471827-bf9b-5a07-9f40-d4c2f540b8fd.html
https://www.eastoregonian.com/news/local/wind-turbine-sparks-grass-fire/article_c8471827-bf9b-5a07-9f40-d4c2f540b8fd.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontario-forest-fire-wind-farm-construction-1.4758864
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ontario-forest-fire-wind-farm-construction-1.4758864
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2018/12/05/this-could-have-been-avoided-wind-farm-work-sparked-blazes-before-parry-sound-33-wildfire/
https://www.wind-watch.org/news/2018/12/05/this-could-have-been-avoided-wind-farm-work-sparked-blazes-before-parry-sound-33-wildfire/
https://fox13now.com/2017/09/10/cowboy-fire-sparked-by-wind-turbine-burning-on-1592-acres-near-evanston/
https://fox13now.com/2017/09/10/cowboy-fire-sparked-by-wind-turbine-burning-on-1592-acres-near-evanston/
https://www.goulburnpost.com.au/story/4637807/firm-launches-class-action-over-currandooley-fire/
https://www.infigenenergy.com/about-us/news/currandooley-bushfire/

Mount Fairy grazier Fred Kuhn was devastated by the loss of some of his stock in the Currandooly Bushfire. Photo: Karleen Minney

17 | Backcountry Against Dumps comments on SB100 Docket #19-SB-100 10-23-19


https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/node/10602
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https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/sites/eastcountymagazine.org/files/2012/July/ViewFire%20report.pdf
https://www.eastcountymagazine.org/sites/eastcountymagazine.org/files/2012/July/ViewFire%20report.pdf
http://www.iafss.org/publications/fss/11/983/view/fss_11-983.pdf
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mailto:tisdale.donna@gmail.com



